paper on permissive hypercapnia in ARDS is listed in the chapter on Asthma and not in the chapter on ARDS.
There is scant discussion of topics vital to ICU management of common problems; e.g. in the chapter on asthma vecuronium is named as the "agent of choice" and there is no mention of the use of adrenaline in the treatment of life-threatening asthma. Prokinetic agents are not mentioned in the chapter on nutrition. There is little discussion about continuous veno-venous dialysis/filtration that has become commonplace in Australia. I was puzzled to read in the opening chapter (page 7) that preload was "the ventricular wall tension at the end of diastole". This is in contrast to classical texts 1 . The subsequent chapter (page 35) has a more commonly accepted definition; "Preload is best represented by the ventricular end-diastolic volume". Differing definitions can be very confusing to trainees.
In This multi-author obstetric text contains 22 chapters on a range of clinical problems, providing a practical perspective on frequently encountered scenarios (e.g. peripartum anaesthesia, major haemorrhage, emergency general anaesthesia, failure of regional anaesthesia in obstetrics) through to those unlikely to be encountered except in an obstetric referral hospital (e.g.immune problems in pregnancy, musculoskeletal disorders).
Professor Phillip Bromage aptly describes the book as "an overview … of practice in Britain and Europe" and "a scholarly collection of contemporary essays". One strength of the book is that it offers a locally relevant alternative perspective to the many obstetric texts which have a distinctly North American focus.
Secondly, it usefully addresses some topics not often well covered in other books. Examples include immume problems in pregnancy, consent for obstetric anaesthesia and analgesia, drug abuse in the pregnant woman, antenatal assessment and adult respiratory distress syndrome. Commendably, most chapters are up-to-date, some citing articles published in 1997. The chapter on maternal mortality, for example, details the recent Report on Confidential Enquiries into Maternal Deaths in the United Kingdom 1991 Kingdom -1993 A minor criticism is that there is some repetition (e.g. HIV and AIDS, epidural abscess).
More importantly, the content of a couple of the chapters on important topics, such as major haemorrhage, is disappointing. I did not like the rambling style in which some chapters are written; and their lack of substance, accuracy of referencing; or those where the authors crossed the fine line between valuable practical recommendations and didactic unsupported opinion. Finally, I am not sure as to whom this book offers good value. It is not comprehensive enough to be a complete textbook for the trainee or occasional obstetric anaesthetist, nor, although some chapters are excellent, is the quality, detail and balance sufficient to make it an essential acquisition for teaching hospital departments.
MICHAEL Dr Z. Lett was the first specialist anaesthetist appointed to the Hospital Service Department and Dr J. R. Lo is the fourth and current incumbent (appointed 1990). They have combined to prepare this slim paper-back (74 pages plus indices) of the development of the specialty and other medical services related to it. Dr Lett had a remarkable role in developing anaesthesia in the Colony, being singlehanded for some time and later developing very broad international contacts which in turn led to many social and educational visits. The proximity of the Australasian Faculty and its policy of involvement in the Asian Region resulted in its Fellows playing a large part in the development of training and examination programs, and Dr Lett has documented this development from the viewpoint of one who has been closely involved personally. More recent developments include Intensive Care, Dr Lo being the Director at Queen Mary Hospital.
The book records the role of the early anaesthetists, especially Horatio Ozorio, and is an interesting contribution to the history of anaesthesia. It concludes with indices including office bearers of the Society, scientific meetings and a series of photographs from Dr Lett's personal collection. Australasian Fellows who visited Hong Kong will enjoy reading this record, and others will reflect on the role the Australasian Faculty played in the recognition of Anaesthesia and Intensive Care as a medical specialty in Hong Kong, with the founding of the first academic department in 1983 and the Hong Kong College of Anaesthesiologists in 1989.
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